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Coronavirus in Germany 

: 

Scholz wants Corona restrictions for vaccinated people lifted quickly 

 

A woman is administered a dose of vaccine at a vaccination centre in Berlin. (Photo: Markus 

Schreiber/AFP) 

 

Vice-Chancellor Scholz wants to lift the Corona restrictions for vaccinated people quickly. 

Federal and state governments want to extend lockdown. 

The spread of mutant B.1.1.7 has further increased in Germany. 

Controls at the borders to the Czech Republic and Tyrol will be extended. 

By extending the interval between the first and second vaccination, more people could be 

vaccinated, says Spahn. 

 

Vice-Chancellor Olaf Scholz (SPD) wants to quickly lift the restrictions for people who have already 

been vaccinated against the coronavirus. "Now that initial studies suggest that vaccinated people no 

longer transmit the virus diseases and thus do not pose a risk of infection, our next step should be to 

discuss which restrictions can be removed for this group," Scholz told the Süddeutsche Zeitung on 

Wednesday. "I can well imagine that vaccination proof can be used like a negative rapid test. 

Vaccinated people get access to all those places that are otherwise only accessible with a rapid test." 

Accordingly, vaccinated people could visit theatres, cinemas, sports facilities or beer gardens without 

having to present a daily test. 



Scholz said in justification that the Corona restrictions interfered deeply with the rights of citizens. 

Such deep encroachments on individuals are justified as long as there is a serious reason for them, he 

said. "This also means that the faster we move forward with vaccination, the more we regain our 

accustomed everyday life piece by piece." (Cerstin Gammelin) 

 

Federal and state governments want to extend lockdown 

The lockdown to combat the Corona pandemic in Germany is to be extended in principle until 28 

March. This is what the Deutsche Presse-Agentur learned on Wednesday from several sources from 

the consultations of the federal and state governments. However, a final decision on future 

measures was still pending. In addition, according to the draft resolution of Wednesday morning, 

there should be numerous gradual opening options depending on regional Corona numbers - but 

negotiations on this were still pending for the time being. 
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: 

Here's what the roadmap for easing could look like 

The draft for the Federal-Länder decision provides for five opening steps. At the centre are two 

incidence values: 35 and 100. 

Von Henrike Roßbach und Robert Roßmann, Berlin 

The current Corona restrictions are to be relaxed gradually depending on the local infection 

situation, but greater freedom over the Easter holidays is not planned. This is what is written 

in the draft resolution for the federal-state round this Wednesday, which is available to the 

Süddeutsche Zeitung. 

 

In a previous draft from Monday evening, an entire paragraph was dedicated to the Easter 

holidays. It said that visits by relatives should be possible over Easter; citizens had 

"impressively demonstrated during the Christmas holidays how family reunions can be 

organised safely". 

 

Therefore, from 2 April to 5 April, it should be allowed to meet four other relatives in 

addition to one's own household, not counting children - even if this would mean more than 

two households or more than five people. However, this passage is missing in the current 

draft from Wednesday morning. 

 

Contact restrictions should be eased, but only if the incidence is below 100 

The paper states that the Corona ordinances of the states, in which the lockdown rules are 

laid down, are to be extended until 28 March. From 8 March, however, private meetings of 

two households with a combined maximum of five people are to be allowed again; children 
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up to 14 years of age do not count. However, if the incidence rises above 100 on three days, 

the previous contact restrictions will apply again: one household plus one other person, but 

also in this case without taking children into account. 

As a second opening step, bookshops, flower shops and garden markets are allowed to open 

according to the draft; they now count as "retail for daily needs". However, only one customer 

per ten square metres is allowed, from 800 square metres of sales area onwards one more 

customer per 20 square metres. Driving and flying schools are also allowed to reopen, with 

quick or self-testing by customers. 

 

All other opening steps are linked in the draft to certain incidence values: to a maximum of 

35 new infections per 100,000 inhabitants within a week, but also to the incidence of 100. 

Thus, with a stable incidence of less than 35, retail trade is allowed to open with customer 

limits, as are museums, galleries, memorials, zoos and botanical gardens; up to ten people 

are allowed to do outdoor sports. 

If the incidence is stable or falling below the value of 100, relaxations are also possible in 

these areas, but combined with greater restrictions. For retailers, this would mean 

appointment shopping, and zoos and the like would also require appointment bookings. 

Outdoor sports would only be possible in pairs or for up to ten children under 14. 

This pattern is repeated in the opening steps planned thereafter: Step number four would be, 

in regions with incidences below 35, the opening of outdoor restaurants, theatres, concert 

halls, opera houses and cinemas, and the possibility to also play sports indoors. In the sub-

100 areas, the same would be possible, but only with a daily quick or self-test, in the 

restaurants with appointment booking and contact documentation. 

 

The fifth step would allow outdoor recreational events with up to 50 participants in the sub-

35 areas and indoor contact sports, and then open retail without an appointment and indoor 

non-contact sports would be allowed in the sub-100 areas. 

 

Rules should apply to "areas", not entire federal states 

Steps four and five would each be two weeks after the previous step - provided the respective 

incidence remains stable. Everything that is not yet included in the draft, such as parts of the 

catering industry, events, travel and hotels, is to be decided "in the light of the infection 

situation, taking into account the testing strategy that has been started, vaccination, the 

spread of virus mutants and other influencing factors" in the next federal-state round. 

 

Basically, the rules are to apply to "areas", i.e. not to an entire federal state. However, it 

should always be clarified with neighbouring areas where the infection situation is worse that 

there is no kind of supra-regional opening hopping, i.e., for example, no shopping trips in the 

neighbouring district where what is still closed in one's own district is open. Whenever the 

incidences rise above 100 for three days, an "emergency brake" is applied and the openings 

have to be reduced. 

 



The opening steps are to be accompanied by the transition to a new phase of the vaccination 

campaign, including the involvement of general practitioners in "April". The testing strategy 

is also to be changed by "early April": 

 

Then school and day-care centre staff and all pupils are to be offered at least one free rapid 

test a week. Companies are also to make such an offer to their employees in attendance. In 

addition, every citizen is to be allowed to take a free rapid test once a week, for example at the 

doctor's or at a test centre. 

 

 


